4                               THE SYAADS
means, as forbidden in the Khoraun1 (usury for instance2), is deemed polluted, and must neither be offered to, nor accepted by, these c children of the Prophet'.
The Syaads are the Lords of Mussulmaun society, and every female born to them is a Lady (Begum3). Heralds' offices they have none, but genealogy is strictly kept in each Mussulmaun family, who can boast the high privilege of bearing the Prophet's blood in their veins. The children of both sexes are taught, from the time of their first speaking intelligibly, to recount their pedigree, up to Hasan, or Hosein, the two sons of Ali, by his cousin Fatima, the daughter of their Prophet: this forms a striking part of their daily education, whilst they continue in their mother's zeenahnah4 (lady's apartment) ; and, from the frequent repetition, is so firmly fixed in the memory, that they have no difficulty in tracing their pedigree whenever called upon to do so, unaided by the manuscript genealogy kept with care in the parental treasury.
This method of retaining lineage is not always a check against impostors ; many have taken upon themselves the honourable distinction of the Syaad, without having the slightest claim to the title ; but when the cheat is discovered such persons are disgraced, and become aliens to the respectable. So many advantages are enjoyed by Syaads, that it is not surprising there should be some, which have no right, anxious to be numbered with those who are truly the Mussulmaun lords ; though such men are taught to believe that, by the usurpation, they shut themselves out from the advantages of their Prophet's intercession at the great day of judgment.
The Syaads are very tenacious in retaining the purity of their race unsullied, particularly with respect to their daughters ; a conscientious Syaad regards birth before wealth in negotia-
1 Koran, Qur'an*
z * They who swallow down usury shall arise in the resurrection only as he ariseth whom Satan hath infected by his touch' (Koran, ii. 276). But this is rather theory than practice, and many ingenious methods are adopted to avoid the prohibition.
3 Begam, feminine of Beg, ' lord', used to denote a Sayyid lady, like Khanam among Pathans.
* Hore, as elsewhere, zenanah, zananah, Persian tan, * woman'.